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W. Ro Gra.ham"fq-:

A

Hamilton,

Virginia.
Dear Will:

72.3.;

much pleased tﬁ% hlB enthusia.sm, and that he ems to be very
fond of you ii&eed.u
ﬁ is e&es; is a

ost iéé‘i‘éﬁéd‘ﬁxén v

have 1mproved@very much and tha.t they will | ,ntlnue to do 80

e

especmlly 1g§oute~.door work. ,I ha,vevgu_sﬂtv,wr t' B st t"at he

must remember %?a.t there a.re some profession%
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the government or for other men. He ought to understand what

can pla.nt in the same soil many species ot treé’B’

7
bearing tree, tl?
all, BT grow in,
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FarmMwg, life is a nursery from which, in fact, most all of

our great mé% and useful men, have been taﬁ%h and transplanted
into all klﬂﬁs of professions and vocatlons.; I told Sam that
he should not stand back for snow, or cold, or rain, for that
I have fough@ many a day in Loudoun}and about its fields, in
4

the snow and slept there in it, knee deep, and in the night

and in the rain, when I was younger than heeand less able to
stand it, and that I fought when I was soneﬁimes half starved
and half naked. I know that I could not llVe in my o0ld days

happy, to see my boys7reared as they have been, lead the con=-

temptible lifefof "loafers"., All I want thbm’to do,xkxix is
to do their bé%t, and although they may neverfbe rioh, et

them be independent and honest men., I wish you would advise
8 sﬁ

Sam to keep ouf of debt.. .He.seems to have nom@udgment about

the worth of a dollar° he has never known the worth of a dollar,
i
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in fact for you know that for a young man to be in debt without
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the ability to pay will soon destroy hls self-respect, courage

and mmhhood. 1 repeat)that you will confer upon me the greatest

favor poss1b1e, one that I will never cease to appreciate, if

you will teach thls boy these underlying pri?biples of manhood,
~which I know you 80 highly possess,! and you %Ln tell him how much
you know that a Graham, be he rich or poor,éarizes manhood,
independence and honor. Do not fail to- inst%ll in him the
necessity, as well as the noble attribute of!ldhgr, that all
labor(bowovorAhdmble it may be, is honest. 1d. above all, you
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