Hamilton, Loudoun Co
Nov 4, 1903
My Dear Maggie:
I expected to be able to report to you
yesterday that I had bought a farm,
but I have looked at so many farms
that I have not been able to make up
my mind which one to buy. I have
been looking at some fine land in
Diggs valley today 1 mile from RR
station at Hamilton. I would like to buy
near Hamilton or Paeonian on account
of good schools. The people here
have all treated me so (?) that I have
formed a very high opinion of them. I
have not had to pay out a cent since I
commenced looking for a farm.

I want to put in about 2 more days
looking and then I think I will buy. I
have had the land fever so bad since I
have been out here that I have not
slept any hardly. I am still using Mr.
Gray’s horse and buggy, and making
that headquarters, but I am staying all
night tonight at the Mercer farm below
Hamilton. I guess the children think
Papa is staying a long time, and I want
to see all of you so bad that I don’t
think I can stay here over 2 or 3 days
longer. I expect to buy in a day or two.
They don’t hoe any corn here. They
make it all with plows like they do in
the west. How is Mr. Cole getting
along? I send you a check for $15.00
for fear you may need some money.
You can send it to town by someone
to get it cashed.

The weather has been fine since I
came here - not a drop of rain. We can
make a good deal more money here
than we can in Tazewell. I have about
decided where we will buy but want to
look at 3 or 4 places yet before I make
a final decision. I went to Middleburg
Monday and looked at 2 farms. You
must kiss Sammie and Osa for Papa
and tell Mary and Annie and Charles
and Ollie that they must get ready to
take a good long ride on the train
about sometime in Feb. I sincerely
hope you have all been well, as I could
stand to be away so much better if I
knew you were all well. Kiss all the
babies again for Papa.
Aﬀectionately your husband. W.R.
Graham

